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Theſe are the things, that ye ſhall 


do; ſpeak ye every man the truth 
to his neighbor; execute tlie Judg- 
ment of truth and peace in your | 
gates. And let none of you ima- 
gine evil in your hearts againſt his 


neighbor; and love no falſe oath » _ 


for al theſe are N that 1 ny 
| ain the Lord. 5 


50 FHOEVER jooks . into this avtcphely 


of Zechariah, with any degree of * 5 
attention, will ſoon perceive, —_ 


the exhortations here given, among many others 


of the like nature occuring in it, were defigned 
to point out to the people of Iſrael the part they 5 
were to act; if they would acquit themſelves 
as lovers of their country; triumph over its 
enemies; improve aright thoſe terrifying cala- 
mities, that had befallen their own as well as 


neighboring nations; or demean themſelves 


agreeably to thoſe ſolemn profeſſions of religion 

made in the public faſts, that were from time 

| to time obſerved among them. 1 have, there- 

fore, fixed upon them as extremely proper to 

be recommended to your moft ſerious thoughts 

vpon the preſent oecaſion. Never, I believe, 
= i were 


5 


were any people in a ſituation, that called for 


thought and ſeriouſneſs, more than that of Great 
Britain now. We are conteſting for our rights 
and property with a neighboring nation, and 


every thing ſeems to preſage an open war; in 


which, if our enemies ſhould prove victorious, 


there is an end of Britiſh liberty and the ÞÞ 
proteſtant religion here. We have had like- 
wiſe, to expreſs myſelf in the language of this 


propheſy, on account of our national fans, 
<« the faſt of the fourth month, and the faſt 
of the fifth, and the faſt of the ſeventh, 


and the faſt of the tenth”: but may it not 


be ſaid, with reference to Sei ſolemnities, and 
with as much propriety, to us, in the name of 
the Lord, as it was faid to the Jews of old in 


this propheſy likewiſe ; © did ye at all faſt unto 


«© me, even unto me”? Have theſe appointed 
days of humiliation produced, in any degree, 


that national amendment, which they were pro- 


feſſedly defigned to promote? 4 there any 


_ viſible alteration in our manners for the better 4 
Are we in any fingle point reformed? I re- 


member too how much we were alarmed in 
the time of the late rebellion. But no ſooner 

Was it over, than our fears were diflipated, 
though our ſins remained; from which we had 


much more to apprehend, than from the high- 


land rebels, when they were in the heart of our 
country. The mortality that has continued 
for ſo many years amongſt our cattle, ſeems to 
be a | ſtanding memento of our ur dependance upon 
a 
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a divine providence for that plenty, which. we 
ſo much abuſe: but has it at all prevented the 
abuſe? By the repeated ſhock of an carth- 
quake in our own country, we were aftrighted 
beyond expreſſion; and ſeemed to fly to religion 

for refuge; which is, indeed, the only effec- 
| tual cure for cowardice and the fear of death: 


but the event has ſhewn, that a few formal 


| prayers and ſuperſtitious terrors were thought 
_ ſufficient. For have we one vanity the leſs, or 
one grain of real piety the more? Such pro- 
| vidential events as theſe, ſo naturally fitted in 
| themſelves to excite a national attention to the 
great views and principles of religion, and to ſet 
on foot a general reformation, but yet ſo little, 
jk at all, improved for theſe purpoſes, plainly 
; indicated a deep inveterate habit of iniquity, and 
| ſomething farther was wanting to put us upon 
} a2 juſt, and thorough conſideration of our ways. 
Accordingly, an event has lately happened, . 
which, taking in all the circumſtances of it, is, 
| perhaps, the moſt extraordinary and aſtoniſh- 
ing, a very few excepted, of any, that are to 
be met with in the natural hiſtory of this earthly 
globe; an event too immediately, and by 35 
peculiar tendency of it, adapted to impreſs the 
mind of man, with a lively affecting ſenſe of 
| every religious principle and ſocial obligation. : 
| And we might almoſt as well believe, that the 
eye was not formed for ſight, tho ſo admirably 
| contrived for ſeeing ; or that the ear was notin- 
| tended to be an inſtrument of beating. tho' all 
its 
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its parts conſpire ſo completely to make it 
fuch, as, that this voice, this awful voice of 
God to man, which has been heard throughout 
ſo great a part of the known world, was not 
| deſigned to ſubſerve theſe religious and moral 
views. In this light it was, that I conſidered 
it, entreating you to do the ſame, upon the firſt 
intelligence we had of it. But the account of 
its moſt aſtoniſhing nature has been almoſt con- 
tinually increafing upon us fince. It looks, in- 
deed, like a great and mighty effort of provi- 
dence, intended to call not this or that particu Þ 
lar nation only, but the whole human race to | 


conſideration and amendment. Yet, with re- 


ſpect to every nation ſeparately, it may have a 


peculiar propriety, according to the peculiarity 
of their moral character, and the different 


manner in which they have been affected by it. 


In our own caſe, as we feel only the terror and 
_ amazement of it, together with ſome of the 
remoter calamities it has occaſioned, without 
having been ſharers in its immediate and moſt _ 
dreadful effects, it carries in it at once the a- 
ful, but yet indulgent voice of heaven. It 
ſtrongly expreſſes that divine patience and for- 


bearance fo beautifully deſcribed by the prophet 


| Hoſea, in alluſion to the reluctance of a tender 
parent averſe to the puniſhment of his child, 

and therefore trying every other means of re- 
enen : © How ſhall I give thee up, E- 
„ phraim? how ſhall I deliver thee, Iſrael? I|Þ 
2 How ſhall I make thee as Admah : ? how ſhall F 
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„ I ſet thee as Zeboim | ? mine heart is turned 


e within me, my repentings are kindled to- 
e gether.“ So that it 1s an event in every 


fingle circumſtance of it relative to ourſelves; 
adapted to touch all the devout and ingenuous 


feelings, every rational and moral principle be- 


longing to the human nature. And it ſeems 
| not at all unlikely to be that, which will deter- 
mine our character, and conſequently our fate, 
nas a nation, If it has no reforming influence 
upon us, we muſt be incorrigibly hardened in 


# iniquity ; the conſequence of which can be no- 


| thing ſhort of national deſtruction. But ſhould _ 

Þ this great alarm prove, after all, ineffectual for 
| producing a general reformation of manners; 

yet, how happy will it be for every individual, : 


who ſhall have his heart impreſſed by it with 


: amore lively, reverential, grateful ſenſe of God's 
3K univerſal providence. than before! How de- 


firable to acquire, by means of it, ſuch an ha- 
bitual et e of the fhortnch and uncer- 


1 tainty of human life, as ſhall abate his paſſion 
bor its pleaſures, and prompt him to a more re- 
ſolute diſcharge of its duties! How great his 


gain, if, inſtead of being led by i it, to entertain 


mimaginary groundleſs fears of this or that par- 
ticular event to come; he ſhall, in conſequence 


of this, which has already happened, be pre- 


pared for all! On every account, therefore, 
the words of the text ſtand recommended 0 
our moſt diligent attention. And there are 


theſe three particulars obſervable 1 in them. 


F "irſt, | 


— — 


(3) 


Firlt, That in order to our making the juſt 
improvement of ſuch a national ſituation as has 


been now deſcribed, ſomething is to be done: 
«© Theſe are the things that ye ſhall do. 


| Secondly, A diſtinct view of the duties them- 


ſelves incumbent upon us for that purpoſe : 


Speak ye, every man the truth to his neigh- 


bor, execute the judgment of truth and peace 

in your gates; and let none of you imagine 
evil in your hearts Hint his neighbor, and 
5 love no falſe oath,” 


_ Thirdly, The reaſon by which theſe duties | 


are enforced: © For all theſe,” the vices here 
mentioned, are things that I bate, faith the 


- IM Lord! 2 


. thicker, are he ſeveral points which 


5 1 propoſe to conſider; after which I ſhall con- 
clude with ſome proper application. ; 


Firſt, in order to the right improvement 2 


ſuch a national ſituation, as has juſt now been 
deſcribed, ſomething is to be done: *© Theſe 


<« arc the things that ye ſhall do”. And in- 


| deed, who can ever imagine, that the profeſſed 

deſign of ſuch a day as this can be ſufficiently 
anſwered by our ſhedding only a few childiſh 
tears; or, our aſſuming, for a few hours, a 

more than ordinary appearance of devotion, and 
; then retwrning to our uſual vanity and accu- 


ſtomed 
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dane folly. If this de ah, ber Halt we 


ourſelves, or what will our country be the bet- 
ter? Our moſt ſolemn vows, our humbleſt pro- 
ſtrations, our moſt importunate interceſſions, 


cannot be of the leaſt avail towards averting 
the divine diſpleaſure, independently of the 

| moral efficacy which they may have upon our 

own difpoſitions : ſo that, if they have no in- 


fluence of this kind, they can abſolutely be of 
no ſervice at all. When the voice of God is ſo 


_ awfully addreſſed to man, as it has been of late 


to us; to man, a thinking, ſocial, ative being, 


it muſt ſurely be deſigned to put him upon the 
fulleſt exertion of himſelf in theſe ſeveral capa- 
cities. What can its meaning be, but this? 


Awake thou that ſleepeſt and ariſe from the 


dead, and Chriſt ſhall give thee light:“ the 
heavenly truths: of religion, when deliberately 
attended to and fervently contemplated, ſhall 
illuminate thy mind and gladden thine heart, 
far otherways than thou haſt ever yet expe- 
| rienced. At other times, when national dege- 
neracy is complained of, and national reforma- 
tion with any vigor or emphaſis inſiſted upon, 
vue are apt to look upon it as the effect of a me- 


lancholy diſpoſition, or diſcontented ſpirit ; or 


elſe of an affected ſingularity, either in opinion 
or in manners. But now we may {ſurely urge 
| the topic, at leaſt without incurring cenſure : 
nay, it would be the greateſt abſurdity to ima- 
| gine, that any thing elſe could better ſuit the 
purpoſe of our preſent _— If we have no 
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fins to repent of, what do we here? Inſtead of 
pretending to humble ourſelves before God, and 
implore his forgiving mercy, let every one, if 
this be the caſe, return to his own home, and 


ſolace himſelf in his imaginary perfection. # 


we have ſins to repent ot, what can be the bu- 


ſineſs of this day's ſolemnity, unleſs to enforce 

the duty with all poſſible energy, and to take 
every method of impreſſing our hearts with a 
ſenſe of its importance? This is not a time to 
' trifle in the mere formalities of an external ſer- 


vice, but for all to be m the deepeſt earneſt. 
| Thoſe who are the moſt unwilling to have their 
very hearts pierced upon the occaſion, are they 


Who ſtand in need of our warmeſt expoſtula- 
tions. But what, you will aſk perhaps, would 
you have us to do? Are we to be continually | 
diſpiriting ourſelves with meditations upon reli- | 
gion, on account of the late awful events, or of 
others that may enſue? Are we to fit down 
from day to day, bemoaning our fins, and 
hanging down our heads like a bulruſh?” 1 
anſwer, this is far from being the thing I aim | 
at: neither is it what genuine repentance does 
at all require. They who are diſpirited by em- 
ploying their thoughts on religion, muſt be 
either groſsly 3 ignorant of its nature, or very de- 


fective in the temper it preſcribes. To ſuch, 


therefore, I would recommend it, as the ve 


foundation of an eſtabliſhed chearfulneſs 5 
alacrity, ſo neceſſary in theſe alarming times, 
= that they endeavour to underſtand 1 it beer and 
to 


cn) 


to 5 practice it aright. Inſtead of infiſting upon ” 
a perpetual dejection of mind, on account of 
your fins ; I would have you wholly to forſake 


them, that they may no longer remain to be 


| the ground of your lamentation. Inſtead of 
urging you to a ſolitary, inglorious indolence; 
my errand is to entreat, and, if poſſible, to per- 
ſuade you to act like men, like chriſtians, like 
lovers of your country and its liberties. Nor 


do I know of any thing that can be more likely, 


by the blefling of God, to promote theſe views, 
than the pointing out, as minutely as may be, 
the nature and quality of thoſe fins, whether 
| perſonal or national, which call fo loudly for 


our humiliation, inſtead of contenting ourſelves 


with general harangue. If the end of this day's 
| ſervice be reformation, the real reformation of 
our manners, and not a pretended hypocritical 
repentance, mult it not be highly neceſſary, 
that we ſhould recollect, with the greateſt ſeri= _ 
ouſneſs, what thoſe vices are which we are to 
\ renounce, and to have them ſet before us in the 
moſt awakening light? Muſt not flattery and 
partiality directly tend to defeat the deſign of 
theſe ſolemnities, which is univerſal amend- 
ment? Would they not diſcover a ſpirit utterly 
beneath the dignity of theſe devotional exer- _ 
ciſes, that have the ſovereign majeſty of he- 
ven for their object; a ſpirit abſolutely incon- 
ſiſtent with that ſincerity with which they ought 
| to be conducted > Let us therefore now go on 
Þþ| to the ee 


B2 Second 


(12) 
Second thing propoſed, which was to con- 
nder the particular duties ſpecified in the text, 
as being of eſſential importance to the welfare 
of a nation. © Speak ye every. man the truth 
to his neighbor; execute the judgment of 
ce truth and peace in your gates: and let none 
cc of you imagine evil in your hearts againſt his 
0 neighbor; and love no falſe oath.” In 
“ your gates, that is in your public affairs; BY 
the buildings erected over or near the gates of 
their cities, being the places where thoſe af- 
fairs were uſually tranſacted. So that in the 
prophetꝰ's opinion, if there are any national laws, 
any cuſtoms prevailing under the ſanction of 
national authority, that are palpably contrary 
_ to piety, juſtice and the public good, theſe, in 
order to manifeſt the ſincerity of national re- 


formation, are to be amended, as well as every 


one's perſonal vices. And indeed, if the ſervices 
of this day are not a mere farce of religion, if 
there be a real ground for them in truth and 
reaſon, thoſe Who appointed them muſt needs 
be under the ſtrongeſt obligations to promote 
the ultimate deſign of them, with the utmoſt 


force both of their example and authority. In 


this extended view then let us proceed to con- 
ſider the ſeveral duties ſpecified in the text. 
They are comprehended under the general di- : 
ion of "one benevolence, and N 


Viel, it is - recommended; 2s a neceſſary 
Fo branch of national reformation, that we ſhould 
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c every- man ſpeak the truth to his neighbor, 


and that the judgment of truth be executed in 


% our gates.” That is, that the ſtricteſt re- 


gard be paid to it, in our private and domeſtic 


and in al our public and national tranſactions. 


And the — reaches both to ſpeculative 


. and to moral truth. 


As to the "RY there is a great, and, I 


fear, a growing indifference amongſt us. What 
numbers are there, in whom the love of eaſe, 
mere eaſe, is the prevailing and almoſt only 


_ paſſion; and who conſequently never riſe from 
their ſlothful pillows, but to engage in the moſt 


| trifling and indolent amuſements? what a mul- 
titude more, who ſpend all their time in pur- 

ſuing the moſt riotous and extravagant plea- 
ſures? The former cannot bear the fatigue of 
thinking, nor the latter find any leiſure for it. 
And in both theſe claſſes, how many are there, 
who ſeem totally to have forgotten, that they „ 
| are rational beings, that they have any capacity 

for religion or any intereſt depending upon the 
truth of it? It is for the ſake of theſe votaries of 


eaſe and pleaſure, that we have been of late fo 


plentifully furniſhed, from year to year, with 
thoſe idle romances; in which, no doubt, the 
pride of their readers is often gratified, when 
they ſee the pains that has been taken to de- 
 ſeribe their own. infignificancy. And even 
among thoſe, whoſe reading 1s after a better 
taſte, how rarely is any thing farther aimed = 


than 
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than preſent entertainment? How ſmall a part 
of their deſign is it, to eſtabliſh themſelves, by a 
freeandimpartial inquiry, in the beſt and ſoundeft 
Principles of religion, and to attain the cleareſt 


and moſt ſtriking views of it? This freedom 
of inquiry, ſo much inſiſted upon in the goſpel. 
as the duty of every chriſtian, and fo appa- 


rently neceſſary to give religion its proper force 


upon the temper, and to our feeling its nappy 


influence upon national proſperity, how muc 
pains is taken by ſome to diſcourage it, and how 
very little by others to recommend it? What 
a needleſs zeal is it thought for a man to infift 
with any warmth of ſpirit upon his own opi- 
nions, if they happen not to be the prevailing 


and popular ones, even tho he himſelf is Known 
to be convinced, that they are of the utmoſt 
importance? Nay how much is the prudence 
of being more concerned for promoting the opi- 
nions of others, by many extolled? and yet our 
bleſſed Lord has aſſured us, that ** for this 
„ end he was born, and that for this cauſe he 
c came into the world, that he might bear 
e witneſs to the truth.” And can that be a 


matter of trivial moment, which was the very 


end of our Savior's coming into the world, and, 


cConſequently, of all that he did and ſuffered in 
it? And certainly, at ſuch a time as this, when 


we are all profeſſing to be ſo deeply ſenſible of 


the neceſſity of a general reformation, thoſe eſ- 


pecially, who ſtatedly and publicly miniſter in 
45 the ſervices ak religion, ought to be extremely 


careful 
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careful not to countenance any principles, that nil 
to enfeeble and enervate the obligations of mo- 


rality. To the influence of ſuch principles as 


theſe, ſo deeply infuſed, and generally incul- 


cated, we owe, it is to be feared, much of the 
degeneracy of the preſent times. What can it 


| ſignify to recommend on ſuch days as theſe, the 
practice of moral virtue, if in the habitual courſe 
of our miniſtrations, we are almoſt perpetually 
decrying and undervaluing it? Muſt we not, 
at leaſt, be under the ſtricteſt obligations to exa- 
mine, whether the principles, upon which we 
build, have or have not a foundation in truth? 


And, if on ſuch examination, it ſhould appear, that 
they have not, how aggravated. muſt be our 


| guilt, if for the ſake of preferment, worldly 


sches, popularity, party-intereſt, or on any other 
conſideration whatſoever, we ſtill continue to 


* propagate them? Can it be doubted, whether 


thoſe doctrines are moſt likely to Ko a happy : 


effect upon our religious character, as a nation, 
and towards exalting our piety and devotions, 
which repreſent the ſupreme deity as the father 

2 mercies, who is good to all, and whoſe 


e anger endureth not for ever; or thoſe, by ; 
which he is exhibited as a partial vindictive 


_ cruel and infinitely malevolent being? Is it poſ= 
fible, that thoſe principles can be fo well cal- 


culated for encouraging a reformation of man- 


ners, which teach us to think ſlightly and con- 


temptuouſly of good works, as thoſe which 
of : 


Tn - 
of abſolute neceſſity, of ſovereign efficacy to- 


wards obtaining the favor of our ſupreme 
creator? Can debaſing and ſinking the powers 


of human nature, as if it was ſcarce capable of 
a ſincere and genuine virtue, from whence it 
will follow that we muſt be almoſt innocent in 
the practice of vice; bear the ſame happy aſpect 
upon public manners, as ſetting the dignity of 


it in a juſt and proper light? If we are indeed, 


as the ſcripture fays, made in the image of 5 


* God, and not, as other writings ſay, in 


the image of the evil one;” this ſurely muſt 
_ dreadfully enhance the guilt of every immora- 
T lity, and conſequently carry in it a powerful mo- 
tive to repentance. Finally, is it not to be much 
lamented, that ſuch great numbers amongſt us 
ſhould deride the goſpel of Chriſt, that admi- 
rable efficacious means of righteouſneſs; and | 
take a pleaſure in teaching others to do the 
ſame, tho' they have never fairly examined its 
evidences? But may we not, on the other hand, 
juſtly lament too, that ſo many zealous pro- 
feſſors of the goſpel ſhould think themſelves at 
liberty to ſpeak with ſo much contempt, as I 


they often do, of natural religion ; which is as 


truly a divine inſtitution ; which contains in it 
 _ theoriginal obligations of virtue, and the know-. 
lege and practice of which, it was the great 
deſign of the goſpel to promote? If there be 
any thing in our public forms of worſhip or 
eſtabliſhed method of induction into the office | 


of a chriſtian miniſter, that! 18 continually prov- 


ing 
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ing a temptation to numbers, to propagate ſuch . 
principles as we have been ſpeaking of, tho 
far from being thoroughly convinced of the 
truth of them. Does not this call aloud for 
national redreſs? Have not the honor of reli- 
gion, the glory of the goſpel, perſonal inte- 
grity, and the general intereſt of virtue long 
been pleading for it? Let them not for ever 
* in vain. But farther, | des 5 


The 1 ſp oken of in the text, is unde i 
7 edly to be anderfiod of moral truth, ſincerity, 
juſtice, veracity in all our tranſactions and af- 
fairs. To propagate ſpeculative opinions, know- | 
ing. them to be falſe, or not believing them to 
be true, is evidently a violation of moral truth. 
It is unfaithfulneſs to man as well as impiety to- 
wards God. But how little is the duty of 


|= © ſpeaking every man the truth to his neigh- _ 
bor,“ even in our common and civil affairs, 


. regarded amongſt us? What a vein of flattery, 


EE inſincerity, fiction and falſehood, runs through 


that converſation, which 1s by many deemed 
| the moſt polite? And tho it be, indeed, often 
very trifling too, yet by accuſtoming ourſelves 


to this utter neglect of truth even in trifles, we 
Z gradually diminiſh our horror at the ee 
of it, in matters of the greateſt conſequence, 


as has, I ſuppoſe, been often experienced. 
* Thoſe, who care not what they ſay, will ſoon 
come to be but very little depended upon, for 
= what they will do; ; and are going on apace to- 
C- Wards 
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' wards reconciling their minds to all manner of 
treachery, deceit -and double-dealing. As to 


corruption and venality in ſome of our public 


_ tranſactions of the moſt important nature, it is 
now become quite ridiculous to ſpeak of Hen. 
as crimes. Certain proof of our being corrupt, 
indeed! Dreadful omen of a fatal profligacy 
in our manners, when integrity in thoſe affairs, 
which relate to all the peculiar elories of _ 
envied Britiſh conſtitution, is treated, as a 


+08 thing of nought”, This ſacred, inviolaile 
regard to truth, 1s indeed one of die moſt eſſen- 


tial props of a national lociety, whatever be the | 


particular privileges it enjoys. When once it 


is given up, what poſſible dependance can one 


man have upon another, in the buſineſs to be 


tranſacted between them? And what muſt needs 
be the conſequence of univerſal jealouſy and 


ſuſpicion, but univerſal confuſion and diſorder ? 


But the more precious our public bleſſings, ſo 
much the more to be deteſted thoſe arts of 


| hypocriſy and diſguiſe, which ſo directly tend 


to undermine them. In proportion, therefore, 
to every one's real benevolence of temper, to 
the love he bears his native country, to the 


ardor of his foul in © praying for the peace of 
it,“ will be his endeavor to diſcountenance and 
5 expoſe them. But tho that integrity of ſpeech 
and fimplicity of manners, of which we have 
thus far been treating, are ſuch important 
5 branches of ſocial virtue, they are far from con- 
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Rituting the whole of it. The prophet, there 


fore, 1 in the 


„ 


Second place, inculcates it more largely, and 


in the fulleſt extent of it. Let none of yon 


imagine evil in your hearts againſt his neigh- 


e bour; and let the judgment of peace be exe. 
0x cated in your gates. The negative expreſſion 


« "of not imagining evil againſt our neighbor” 


according to a very uſual figure of ſpeech, im- 
plies, that we are in every reſpe& to conſult 
his good. But it muſt; at leaf, injoin an habi- 
tual caution againſt every thing, that would 
tend to his hurt, to the prejudice of ſociety, or 


the obſtruction -of its happineſs. It muſt, 


therefore, ſtrictly prohibit inconſideration and 0 
| inordinacy of deſire. From the former alone, 
many great and widely extended miſchiefs have 
ariſen; ignorance and imprudence, folly and 
ſuperſtition, pride and ſelf-ſufficiency, levity 
and irreſolution; and the utter want of that 
_ dignity, either in ſentiment or in manners, 
which is not more ornamental to the mind, in 
Which it reſides, than it is friendly to ſociety, 
and conducive to the ſecurity of its moſt im por- 
tant intereſts. But how alarming mult be the 
ſituation of any people, if, amidſt abounding 
8 proofs of this thoug tleſſneſs of mind and in- 
attention to any great or intereſting ſubjects of 
reflection, there ſhould likewiſe appear the moſt 
flagrant tokens of inordinate defire ; that imme 


diate ſource of extortion, oppreſſion, injuſtice, 
8 robbery, 


| (5) 


robbery, cruelty and murder ! that infaliable 


gulph, in which the wealth, honor, and liber- 
ties of ſo many nations have been for ever loſt! 
What then can be of greater importance at 


ſuch a time as this, than to urge the reduction 


and correction of all our inclinations, according 
to the dictates of nature. and reaſon, of virtue 
and religion? When can we be under ſtronger 
obligations to © cry aloud, and not to ſpare,” 
againſt ſelfiſhneſs and avarice, ambition and 
luxury, every perverſe inclination or corrupted 
appetite? The puniſhment of thoſe moſt odious 
and abominable impurities, not to be named” 
in a chriſtian aſſembly, * as becometh faints,” 
in the ſevereſt manner, and without the leaſt 
_ reſpect of perſons, muſt needs be an indiſpenſ- 
able branch of national reformation. But how 
| ſhall the love of pleaſure, of vain, ſenſual 
worldly pleaſure, lo long complained of, which 
gives us the melancholy proſpect of an utter 
diſſipation of thought and reafon, and threatens 


us with the loſs of all that 1s decent and manly, 


be reſtrained? I was pleaſed to find, that 
in one inſtance, at leaſt, we have, upon the 


preſent occaſion, e ſome apprehen- 


ſion of our extravagance and folly in this re- 
ſpect. The maſquerade, of which public no- 
tice was ſo lately given, as if it had been de- 
ſigned to rival and inſult the ſolemnities of this 
very day, has been for a while ſuſpended. May 
that abſurd amuſement, that ſhame to Britiſh 


ſenſe, that ignominious s blot on our national cha- 
: 5 1 recter, 


(21) 
racter, never more be reviyed amongſt us! Soft, 
effeminate manners, which are, I fear, for many 
other reaſons, than that which has now been 
mentioned, the true characteriſtic of the pre- 
ſent times, undeniably indicate a general unac- 
quaintedneſs with the great views and principles 
of religion, an almoſt total inſenſibility to the 
force and energy of its obligations, and divine 
ſublimity of its maxims. They have, accord- 
ingly, been ever looked upon as the preſages 
of national ruin. We ought, therefore, to ex- 
preſs our gratitude to his majeſty, upon this 
occaſion, and to the whole legiſlature, for thoſe 
meaſures that have been already taken by na- 
tional authority, to reduce our public diverſions by 
within ſome moderate bounds. But is there 
nothing to be farther done for the ſuppreſſion 
of vanity and inordinate pleaſure ? If there be, 
e let the judgment of peace be executed in our 
gates. Of © peace”, I ſay; becauſe, by this 
expreſſion, among the] jews, was meant, not only 
eaſe and tranquility, or a freedom from quarrels 
and contentions, hoſtilities and war; but happi- 
neſs or proſperity in general, together with what-. 
ever might contribute to ſecure or to advance it. 
According to the ſenſe of the prophet, there- 
fore, in this exhortation, if there be any thing 
that can yet be done by the wiſdom and inte- 
grity of thoſe, who fit in “ our gates” for ren- 
dering the general diſtribution of juſtice in our 
land more expeditious and leſs expenſive; for re- 
eving the hardſhips lying upon any particular 
body 
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body of loyal ſubjects ; 3 for exalting the. glory : 


of our nation, and promoting its proſperity ; 
c theſe are the things that ye are to do,” 1s the 
peculiarly ſolemn and urgent voice of provi- 


dence now, And “ is not this the faſt that God 
e has choſen,—to looſe the bands of wicked- 
de neſs to undo the heavy burden and to let 
b the oppreſſed go free, and that ye break 


every yoke.” But I proceed to the 


Third topic of conſideration under this par- 
ticular, and that is piety. And love no falſe 
e oath;” a topic, the very mention of which 
is enough, not only to make our ears tingle, 
but our hearts to tremble, The common {wear- 
ing with which our ſtreets abound ; the perjury 
that is almoſt daily detected in our courts FE 
dicature, are horrible to be thought on. But 
What ſhall we farther ſay in relation to the mul- 
tiplicity of oaths that are inſiſted upon in our 
public offices, our corporations, our univerſi- 
ties, and in the donation of our ecclefiaſtical 


preferments |. It has often been lamented, that 
theſe oaths muſt, by a prodigious number of 


our national community, be falſely taken. And 
if this be true, ſurely the perſons moſt imme- 
diately concerned, and the nation in general, 
are, by the late alarming events, and by the 
ſolemn profeſſions of this day, in a very pecu- 
lar manner called upon, to make the moſt vi- 
gorous. efforts, for ſome amendment in theſe par- 
ticulars ; as well 28 in relation to the public, 
national 
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national proſtitution of a religious and chi 
{tian ordinance, to ſecular, and oftentimes ini- 
quitous purpoſes, and the expoſing of it to the 
contempt and mockery of the prophane. If 
no reformation of this kind be attempted, and 
yet theſe things cannot be denied, one may be 
| almoſt inclined to think, that this is a nation 
bent upon inſulting heaven; and that we have 
renounced in form, that awful, humble reve- 
rence, which is due to the preſence, moral pu- 
rity, perfections and government of the ſu- 
preme eternal Deity. And yet with how much 
greater aggravation {till muſt our national im- 
piety appear, upon reviewing the ſeveral cor- 
ruptions and immoralities mentioned under the 


former heads, as being fo many inſtances of it. 


And ſuch they really are. If the rules of be- 
nevolence, juſtice, integrity, temperance and 
ſobriety, are indeed the laws of God, the breach 
of them muſt needs be ſo many acts of impiety 
_ againſt him. If he be the only juſt and proper 
object of our higheſt love and admiration, what 
muſt the predominant love of riches, of plea- 

ſure, or of any earthly good, imply, but a con- 
tempt, a moſt irreverent, and prophane con- 
| tempt of his tranſcendent and ſupreme perfec- 

tions? The methods of putting a ſtop to theſe 
dreadful evils, are in the general ſufficiently ob- 
vious; the endeavouring, for example, to pro- 
mote amongſt mankind a rational conviction of 
the truths and principles of religion, the ſtrict 
= and impartial execution of good and wholeſome 


laws, 


(624) 


laws, the carrying on the public worſhip of 


God, with dignity, reverence and zeal, the re- 


vival of religious education and family devo- 


tions, and the making our converſation in ge- 


neral to be ſomething more worthy of men and 
Chriſtians, than at preſent 1 it appears to be. But 
what high degrees of reſolution, what united 
efforts will it require to introduce a reformation 
in theſe reſpects, with the ſwelling tide of cu- 
ſtom and example againſt us? To animate our 
real, therefore, to the utmoſt, in fo laudable 
a neceſſary an attempt, let us proceed to the 


Third particular to be conſidered; hide is 
the reaſon, by which the duty inculcated by the 
prophet in the text is enforced. * For all 
b theſe are things that I hate, faith the Lord.“ 
In conſequence of the abſolute perfection of the 
ſovereign and eternal Deity, immorality, | in every 
form and in every degree of it, muſt be the ob- 
ject of his diſpleaſure, as being directly contrary 


to this eſſential perfection of his own immuta- 


ble nature, and deſtructive of that happineſs 
which is the ultimate end of his univerſal pro- 
vidence. Accordingly, national vice does in 
the natural reſult and order of things, which is 
the conſtitution and appointment of God, di- 
rectly tend to national miſery. Theſe perni- 
cious effects of prevailing immorality are not 
the objects of ſenſe, like the ruins of a de- 
ſtroyed and deſolated city. Neither do they 
inſtantly take Place i in their full extent, but are 
pads | 
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gradual and progreſſive. And, for theſe rea- 
ſons, they are but little attended to, and, per- 
| haps, by many ſcarcely believed, Neverthe- 
leſs, they are ſure and certain, They operate 
in the ſame manner upon the body politic, as 
— habitual intemperance upon the animal frame, 
the effects of which, however imperceptible 
in their progreſs, muſt neceſſarily terminate in 
its deſtruction. The earth, for any thing that 


we can tell to the contrary, or is to be collected 
from what has already happened, may never 


| tremble more; our arms may prove victorious 
againſt our enemies; we may have plenty of the 
„ fineſt of the wheat; no plague or peſtilence 
may ever annoy us. 'But are we therefore ſafe, 
even tho' we continue impenitent and unre- 
formed? Far from it. Our vices, if they ſtil! 
remain, will be daily ſapping and impairing the 


foundations of our national happineſs, till at 
length the tremendous ruin appears with awful 


_ demonſtration, and becomes viſible to all men. 


When other ſtates have loſt their credit, their 


dignity, their power and their liberties, how 

eaſily have poſterity been able to trace up the 
event to the preceding prevalence of thoſe very 
immoralities, which now ſo much abound a- 
mong ourſelves? Nor do I know of any rea- 
ſoning to be oppoſed to this; unleſs it be, that 
the evil may not come to paſs | in our time. But 
are we to have no concern for thoſe who are 
to ſucceed us, for the happineſs of mankind, 
for the honor of religion, when we ourſelves 
oats WD ES are 
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are gone? I had almoſt forgot indeed, that there 


is one particular vice, hich has many patrons 


amongſt us, and is frequently ſpoken of as be- 
ing extremely beneficial to ſociety, even by thoſe, 
who are not themſelves any way remarkable 
for indulging it: ſo that one would be apt. to 
think, that it was not to be numbered amongſt 


40 the things that are hated of the Lord.“ The 
vice I refer to is luxury, which is much ap- 


plauded on account of the circulation of mo- 


ney which it occaſions. But would not the 
circulation be juſt the ſame, if equal ſums were 
employed in promoting uſeful knowlege, of 
which there are great numbers ſadly deſtitute; 


in cultivating the arts and ſciences; or in works 
of compaſſion, charity and mercy ? Much of 


this kind, to our great honor and reputation, 


is already to be ſeen amongſt us; but if after 
all there are riches yet remaining for the ſervice 


of luxury, they muſt remain too for theſe bet- 
| ter uſes: and the application of them in this way 


would be a ſolid, laſting benefit to ſociety, and 


to ages yet unborn, without requiring the leaſt 
abatement to be made for any pernicious effects 
that can poſſibly ariſe from them. Whereas 
luxury, while it occaſions no greater diffuſion 


of wealth than would be the conſequence of 


_ theſe public-ſpirited and generous deeds, moſt 


dreadfully enervates the mind, debaſes all its 
faculties, renders it incapable of any great he- 
roic views, eradicates every religious principle, 


and ſeduces many to the moſt profligate cor- 


| ruption 


(27) 
ruption and injuſtice, for the ſatisfaction of its 
boundleſs demands. But if luxury be, after all, 
of any advantage to a people, it is one of the 
peculiar diſcoveries of the preſent times, re- 
| markable indeed for finding out excuſes and , 
palliations for wickedneſs; as might in ſeveral - 
other inſtances be made to appear. For it is a 
univerſal maxim of hiſtory, and has large ex- 
perience on its ſide, that there is no one vice 
whatſoever that has ſuch an immediate, exten- 
ſive and fatal influence upon the welfare of a 
community. I have only to add, under this 
head, that if the thought of ſaving our country, 
of preſerving the purity and honor of religion, 
of tranſmitting the knowledge of its ſacred 
| truths, together with all our invaluable rights 
to poſterity, ſhould but little affect our minds, 
or, through the influence of habitual ſelfafhneſs, 


; I appear chimerical and viſionary ; yet are we re- 

gardleſs of ourſelves too, and of our own fal- 

vation? If not, what does this maxim of the 

| text, that ** all theſe things,” every inftance of 

| If vice and iniquity, are hateful in the fight of God 

J imply, with relation to our own private and 

S | perſonal happineſs? what but this; that, by the 

1 I habitual indulgence of them, every one muſt, in 

this own individual character, whatever be the 

t fate of his native country, become the object 

S of the divine diſpleaſure, and, by quitting the 

= Þ| preſent life unreclaimed, be neceſſarily involved l 

2 in miſery inexpreſſible? Thus then I have gone +, 

- Þ through the ſeveral particulars of the text, re:. 
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commending to your diligent and moſt ſerious 


thoughts ſuch conſiderations as appeared to me 
* e ſuited to the e occaſion. . 


And now, to conthadie, what a plorious æra 


will it make in the annals of Great Britain, if 


from this memorable time ſhall be dated our ge- 
neral reformation and amendment ? After many 
other admonitions of providence, which we 
have diſregarded and deſpiſed, the earth itſelf 
has as it were lifted up her voice, and with un- 
common vehemence and force of expreſſion 
cried; * all fleſh is graſs, and all the glory of 
„ man, as the flower of the graſs.” Let us 
then reſume our ancient venerable character as 
a nation: deſpiſing the momentary pleaſures of 
worldly vanity and corrupted appetite; and thoſe 
riches, that are ſo often the wages of unrighte- 
_ ouſneſs, or the reward of avarice; but which, 
however acquired, will ſo ſoon « make to them: 
© ſelves wings and flee away.” Let us be a ſober, 
\ ſedate, conſiderate and magnanimous people, 
Let the ſublime and exalted views of religion 

- animate every heart. Let time be no longer 
ſpent in trifles, but in a manner ſuited to the 
rank and dignity of our immortal natures. Let 


. - the love of our country inſpire every breaſt, 


And let us unite our moſt vigorous efforts in ſup- 
Porting the common cauſe of liberty and virtue. 
_ God forbid, that Britons of every denomination, 
| ſhould not now cheriſh the warmeſt zeal in be- 
| half of our excellent conſtitution and of that 
royal ſcepter, to which we owe ſuch ineſtima- 
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ble bleſſings ! God forbid, that we, eſpecially, 
as we have ever yet done, ſhould not manifeſt 
our inviolable attachment to them, at a time, 


when in all probability, the whole force and 


power of the nation may ſoon be called out to 
| the defence of liberty, in oppoſition to a foreign 
government built upon the ruins of it, and 


which would gladly turn theſe happy iſles into 


a kingdom of ſlaves ! And let every one re- 
ſolve for himſelf, that, if his country, thro' the 
fatal influence of prevailing immorality bringing 
down upon us the indignation of heaven, muſt _ 
be ruined, the fault ſhall not be mine.” Let 


not the oldeſt among us think it too late to at- 
tend to ſuch reflections as theſe, or to entertain 


the thought of amendment. Let them bear their 
public dying teſtimony to the neceſſity of it; 
enforcing it upon others by the authority of their 
example. Nor let any think of excuſing them 
ſelves by the vain, preſumptuous imagination, 
that, how properly ſo ever ſuch exhortations s 
theſe may be addreſſed to others, they have, 
for their own parts, long ſince attained to the 
juſt perfection of moral temper, and cſtabliſhed 
themſelves in ſuch habits of life as want no cor- 
rection. What! have you no prejudices in favor 
of ſome corrupt indulgence, to diſcard? are your 
_ underſtandings fully enlightened with the know- - 
lege of religious and divine truth? have you felt 
al; its force and energy upon your hearts? will 
all your views, and every part of your conduct 


bear its ſevereſt teſt? have you no ſelfiſhneſs, 


NO 


flluence upon the peace, honor, and proſperity 


19. 
no pride, no envy, to ſubdue? can you truly 
fay, that it is impoſſible for you to be more ar- 
dent in the love of God and your neighbor, 
and in your zeal for promoting the cauſe of 
virtue and religion in the world, than you are 
at preſent ? But how peculiarly pleaſing and 
delighttul a proſpect would it afford, if the 
younger part of our national community, ſtruck 
and deeply impreſſed with a ſenſe of the infuf- 
ficiency and uncertainty of mere earthly good, 
Would inſtantly addict themſelves to the culti- 
vation and improvement of their minds, and 
make it their ambition to excel in ſobriety, mo- 
deſty, felf denial and prudence ? How ler zone 
might be the effect of theſe early habits of inte- 
Arity and piety, continually advancing towards 
their full maturity? how important their in- 


of our country? What, if in conſequence of a 
war, ſpeedily to break out, a rebellion ſhould 
be det on foot i in theſe kingdoms ; or a deſcent 
be made upon us from a foreign country? who 
are moſt likely to act with vigor and zeal, upon 
ſuch occaſions, in defence of the mild and equi 
table government of our illuſtrious ſovereign. 
and of the proteſtant ſucceſſion in his royal 
houſe? thoſe who have never employed their | 
rational powers in religious i inquiries, and con- 
ſequently can have but very flight and ſuper- 
ficial apprehenſions of the abſurdities of popery, 
that enormous corruption of religion; or thoſe, 
who haying ſearched to its foundations, and 


dili gently ; 
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5 diligently ſtudied its real nature, muſt have 
the utmoſt abhorrence of romiſk ſuperſtition 
and impoſture? And what more likely to in- 

| {pire our commanders, our troops, our nation 

in general, with a reſolute and invincible cou- 

| rage, than ſuch lively, ſtriking convictions, as 

© theſe, of the invaluable privileges, which we 

| enjoy, as proteſtants? From whom, in ſuch a 

| ſituation may we expect the braveſt ſpirit and 


moſt honorable behavior; the man of mere 


| pleaſure and indulgence, or the hardy veteran 
already inured to the ſelf denying labors of 
virtue? By whom may we expect to ſee the 
terrors of death deſpiſed ? thoſe, who look 
with great indifference upon the enjoyments of 
this life, and can therefore reſign them with 
but little reluctance; or thoſe who, ignorant 
of any other good, have made theſe their all? 


they, who conſcious, deeply conſcious to 


| es of a faithful, honeſt heart, are 
daily triumphing in the proſpect of a future 
World, or thoſe, who never think of it with- ⸗ 
out the utmoſt horror and confuſion of foul? _ 
la whom may we beſt confide for the chearful 
reſignation of their wealth and fortunes to the 

| ſervice of the public; the man of habitu- _ 
ally generous aims, or him of aſelfiſh, narrow 
mind, who has been fo long accuſtomed to 

| merely private views and mercenary confidera= 
tions, that he can ſcarce underſtand your mean- 

ing, when you talk to him of loving his coun- 
y, OL of exerting himſelf with diſintereſted af- 


tection 
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ſection in behalf of a community ? We have 
ſeen then, in fome meaſure, the happy effects 
to ariſe from a general reformation, relatively 
to ourſelves and our native country. Should 
it however be the fruit of this day's ſolemnity, 
and the ſeveral events that have been the 
occaſion of it, how much farther ſtill will 
its happy conſequences be extended? Other 
nations will not fail to ſhare in the bleſſings of 
it. A firmer ſecurity will be given to their 
rights and liberties, and a national zeal inſpired, 
for protecting, encouraging, and doing honor to 
the proteſtant religion abroad. But if, after all, 
we think no more of reformation, than during 
the ſervices of ſuch a day as this; if there ap- 
pears no concern for the correction, either of 
_ our private or our public manners, with what 
deriſion will the guardian- angels of our iſle look 
down upon this freſh inſtance we have been 
giving of our national hypocriſy ? Nay, in what 
Other light will theſe ſolemnities be viewed by 
the ſupreme father of ſpirits himſelf, than as a 
deliberate act of impious mockery ? And ought 
we not to dread the thought of encreaſing the 


load of our national guilt, at the very time 


when we are expreſſing our abhorrence of it? 
Therefore, ſay I unto you, be ye not as 


= your fathers, to whom the former prophets 


ce have cried, faying, thus faith the Lord of 
© hoſts; turn ye now from your evil ways, 

and your evil doings, but they did not hear, 
« or hearken unto me, faith the Lord.” Now, 
therefore, 


© Tet 


1 


Let it be our ſincere and fervent PRAYER 


to the God of all grace and mercy, that the 


* devotions and humiliation of this day may 


© not be as the morning cloud and the early dew - 


© that paſſeth away ; but the happy beginning of 


a genuine and unaftected piety, from this time, 

| © to prevail amongſt us; and of an nnfeigned 
| * reformationof mannersdiffuſing itſelf through« 
| *© out our land. May all the inhabitants of it, 
* of whatever claſs or order, every one forſake 


the evil of his doings and turn unto thee, the Lord 


* our God, againſt whom we have ſo heinouſly 
© offended, that we periſh not. May the throne 
of our moſt gracious ſovereign King George 
| © be eſtabliſhed in righteouſneſs, and in the moſt 
© reverential fear of thee, O thou, who art the 
* King of Kings, andtheſupreme potentate, whoonly 
© boaſt immortality. May his health be confirmed, 
Land his life, if it be thy will, prolonged for 
years to come. And when, in the wiſdom of 


thy providence, he ſhall be gathered to bis fas 
* thers in peace, may his royal highneſs the Prince 


bof Wales ſucceed to his throne, with a heart 
* fervently animated by the love of liberty and 
* true religion, May his mind be deeply im. 
preſſed with a juſt ſenſe of the univerſal rights _ 
of mankind, and the proper uſe to be made of 
© regal power and authority. May all his pre- 


* ſent purſuits, all his acquiſitions in learning, 
* knowlege and wiſdom, happily conſpire to- 


* wards forming him for being the future bleſſ. = 
ing and glory of his native country, And may @_ 
he Princeſs Dowager of 


* her royal highneſs t 


_ Wales, 
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0 Wales, his royal highneſs the Duke of Cum- 
'© herland, and all the branches of our illuſtri- 


© ous royal family, be eminently endued with 


« thoſe great and godlike qualifications that may 
highly endear them to mapkind in general, 
and ina peculiar manner to all the members 
of our own national community, O thou great 
_ © creator of heaven and earth, thou ſupreme 
© governor of nations, preſide, we molt humbly 
© entreat thee, by thy propitious preſence, in the 
© high court of parliament. Whatever diviſions 
© there may be in that auguſt aſſembly, let them 
not be founded upon mercenary and factious 
< views, but upon one common principle of li- 
berty, of zeal and affection to our preſent happy 


© government, our proteſtant religion, the true 


intereſt and the encreaſing ſplendor of theſe 
« kingdoms. May juſtice be impartially and 


© vigorouſly diſtributed in all our borders: and 


1 5 M may all thoſe who are concerned in the execu- 
tion of it remember, that before thine awſul 
s tribunal they themſelves muſt ſhortly give an 


account. Endue all our officers and com- 


© manders both by ſea and land, all our ſol- 


diers and mariners, . with that true courage 


— 


« and invincible magnanimity, which religion 


only can 725 and, if it ſhould be neceſſary, 


« that our ho/t ſhould go out to war againſt the ene- 


mies of our country and its liberties, may they 
« then keep themſelves from every wicked thing. 
May the peculiar perils, and the inſtant death 


to which they will ſtand expoſed, excite them 
« to an immediate, bumble and habitual fear 


* of 


0-489): 


* of offending thy ſovereign majeſty, either in 
word or deed. Continue amongſt us, O God, 
that plenty, which, through thy great good- 
© neſs towards us, we now enjoy: and to that 
* end we moſt earneſtly pray, that it may not 
any longer be made to ſerve the purpoſes of 
_* wantoneſs and luxury, but aſed with mode- 
ration and ſobriety, and devoutly acknowleged 
| * as the bleſſing of thy providence. May the 
© moſt holy goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord 
© have free courſe amongſt us, and be glorified by its 
* effectually reforming and purifying influences 
© upon our hearts. And may thoſe, whoſe ſtated 
employment it is to miniſter in the ſolemnities 
of religion, have their own minds moſt deeply 
impreſſed with a ſenſe of its infinite and ever- 
| * laſting importance, In the ſimplicity of their 


© ſouls, and with all poſſible zea! and ardor, may 


1 they recommend the truths and principles 1 
eit unto others, not preaching themſelves, but 


* Chriſt Jeſus the Lord. May that awful voice 


of thy providence, which has of late been 

© heard throughout ſo many nations and king- 85 
* doms of the earth, make ſuitable and laſting im- 

preſſions upon all, by whom it has been heard. 
More eſpecially we pray, that it may be moſt 
* diligently and ſeriouſly attended to by the in- 

© habitants of Great Britain and Ireland and al! 

© the ſubjects of the Britiſh Crown. Alarmed, as 


* we have been by it, may we at length learn 


© righteouſneſs. Reminded, as we are in a manner 
* ſo peculiarly ſolemn and affecting, of the in- 
f 6 of all Worldly good, may we no longer 

place 
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* place out happinefs i in any preſent enjoyment, 
© but ultimately direct all our defires, aims, and 


© purpoſes, to 7hoe things that are above, where 


* Chriſt our glorious redeemer ſiteth at the right 
: * band of thy ſupreme and eternal throne. Fer 

© our brethren and companions ſake, and becauſe 
* of the houſe of the Lord our God, we cannot 

but thus earneſtly ſupplicate thy pardoning 
© mercy, in behalf of our native land: Peace 
' * Be within her ; peace be within her walls, and 


* proſperity within ber palaces ! We deſire thank- 


4 fully to rejoice, and devoutlyto praiſe thy name, 


on account of thoſe wiſe and prudent meaſures, 


'# that have been taken in our national counſel: l 


for our ſecurity and defence. But it is not in 
* man that walketh, to direct his ſteps; and thy 
© counſels alone can frond for ever. And amidſt 
* all the uncertainty to which we ourſelves are 
© neceffarily ſubject, with reſpe& to the final 


iſſue of things, may our hearts be fixed truſting 


in thee, Thy providence, O thou great ruler 
« of the world, is univerſal; none can fay thine 
* hand or ſay unto thee, what doeft thou; thy wil- 
2 dom is unerring, thy goodneſs boundleſs and 
immutable. To thee therefore we deſire with 
* abſolute refignation of mind, to refer theſe our 


* petitions; and all our moſt ardent wiſhes for the 
* ſafety and proſperity of our country. Now 


© unto thee, holy, Holy, holy Lord God Almighty, 

© be aſcribed by all the nations of the earth, d- 
* minion and honor praiſe and el and by thins 
4 ee hoſt for ever and ever, 


The E N D. =] 
15 Page 85 l. 18, dele War, ( 


5 9 W N R 
. VVT 
EE TUE IERES's. . 


. 8 2 N 9 . A 0 : "TS Es 7 2 IE) * TONS TR DE uy - " 
8 * W een has pf oa ed RE Eo ION rg „ ES 449 42/49 CE FAT + n nr A r 1 n os * 
5 ///. ꝗ /// ⁊ ę V . AE CCTV TT. AAA ³˙¹¹w- r ⅛ · W ᷣ 
< BR A 9 A N 3 9 WI Pot RIF. Seen SIN Sed . 1 ö 0 EY r . n 8 * ATE A at r „ — A : 
” F Ok, - 8 . e * „222 ˙ Po UE 218 6 „„ ˙ PDA 6: 8 : F < K 25 5 CIOS, ICED ABLE SHITE? f * 


2 


